(copper chlorophyllin) in his company's products, and was fined a rec-ord NT$78.6 million ($2.85 million).
"The defendant had cheated consumers and reaped huge benefits by adulterating cooking oil products," the central Changhua District Court stated after handing down a 16-year prison sentence to Kao, the harshest term in three years of food scandals in Taiwan.
In 2011, government investigators found that half a million soft drinks contained di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), a plasticizer commonly used to make polyvinyl chloride (PVC) products like rubber gloves. In late 2013, a series of almost weekly scandals (illegal additives found in rice, milk and alcoholic drinks) prompted a queue of company executives to issue public apologies. In response, countries including the United States, Singapore and China pulled hundreds of thousands of Taiwanese food items and drinks from supermarket shelves.
Outrage among consumers in this island nation finally prompted the government to act in January. After weeks of heated debate, Early release, published at www.cmaj.ca on April 28, 2014. Subject to revision.
Taiwan's National Assembly made major revisions to the Act Governing Food Sanitation. The revised act came into effect Feb. 5.
The Ministry of Health and Welfare must now set up a compensation fund for those exposed to tainted foods. In addition, importers of genetically modified products will have to establish a traceability system and firms will be obliged to send products to be tested for banned additives. Previously, traceability tests on food additives were voluntary in Taiwan Coca-Cola will now have to list caffeine separately whereas previously it was only required to be named as a "flavouring agent," but -similar to other countries -it will not be required to name 
